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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, August 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber  

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

  

  Absent:   Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

      

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment; the 

flags are again hung at half-staff in honor of those who lost their lives this weekend to 

horrific gun violence.  Twenty-two (22) taken in El Paso and nine (9) taken in Dayton; 

people who were simply living their lives and mercilessly gunned down.  These people are 

now gone forever, no one can really answer why.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that she 

has made it a point to not bring her personal beliefs to the table, so she simply said that if 

the residents in the community think it’s time for a change they should get in contact with 

their Federal representatives: Sen. Charles Schumer, Sen. Kristen Gellibrand, and Rep. Nita 

Lowey.  Make your voice heard.  

Communications:   

a. 3rd Annual Cops and Cones – Thursday, August 29, 2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to approve the 3rd Annual Cops & Cones to be held on Thursday, August 29, 2019 from 4:00 
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p.m. – 9:00 p.m. in the Blackeby Lot with a rain date of Friday, August 30, 2019, all in 

favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 

b. Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Car Wash- Sunday, August 11, 2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to approve the request from Our Lady of Mount Carmel to hold their car wash fundraiser on 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 at the Union Hook and Ladder Co., all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports:  

 
 

4)     Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. New Hire Announcement 

  Mr. Brancati and Building Inspector, Peter J. Miley, both introduced the new Building 

Department Secretary, Zena Stevens.  

 

b. Water Report 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the total production for the month of June was a 

little more than 1,350,000 gallons per day.  We did turn on the Leonard Park wells, 

producing about 42,000 gallons per day of that amount.  Byram Lake was at 100% at the 

beginning of June and is at 98% at the end of June.  The Leonard Park wells were also 

turned on with the anticipation of the repair at the filtration plant taking place.   

 

5)     Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Mount Kisco Arts Council has a new 

gallery open in town.  The grand opening was held on July 13th with the first show 
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highlighting young artists under the age of thirty (30).  Thank you for all that have 

supported and passed by the gallery.  The next show will premier works on paper and will 

open on Friday, August 16th.  The next musical event for the Arts Council is Wednesday, 

August 7th with the Sun Kings, a Beatles Tribute band and crowd pleaser.  On August 21st, 

Leo Genovese and our own Daniel Blake will take the stage.  On Thursday, July 18th there 

was a dedication at Woodcrest Clubhouse in honor of Bill Stewart; the community dedicated 

a flagpole in his honor as he gave so much to our Village.  The Italian American Club met to 

discuss plans for the Columbus Day celebration followed by the Annual Dinner Dance.  There 

was also discussion about the First Annual Kisco Cruise night with the Lions Club that will 

present a rolling car show on Saturday, August 24th.  The cruise will begin at the gazebo on 

South Moger and will circle around Main Street and back.  The event will have music, food, 

and of course, cars!  Bring the family.  On Tuesday, August 6th come celebrate National 

Night Out at Pinecrest Manor Community Playground.  There will be games, face painting, 

food, and fun for the whole family.  On Sunday, August 25th the Annual Touch – a – Truck 

event will take place in Shopper’s Park from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Deputy Mayor Farber 

continued to say that there was another ribbon cutting welcoming Stretch Labs on South 

Moger into Mount Kisco and HomeGoods on Main Street.  Deputy Mayor Faber ended by 

saying that the dedication of the Laura Flewellyn Memorial Pollinator Garden will take place 

in Flewellyn Park at the corner of East Hyatt Avenue and Grove Street on Sunday, 

September 8th at 1:00 p.m.  She also sent out condolences for the families in El Paso and 

Dayton and reminded everyone that we must do something about this.   

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that on September 5th, the Senior Center will be 

hosting the AARP Safe Drivers program; pre-registration is required.  The Fox Center Tag 

Sale will be held Friday, September 27th and Saturday, September 28th; they will be 

accepting donations starting September 16th – 25th of household items, decorative items, 

and other goods.  They are not accepting large furniture or clothes at this time.  She 

continued to note that Chappaqua is working on food truck laws and wasn’t sure if anyone 

was working on that here in the Village, but thought it was worth raising prior to a high 

demand in permission.  The scam of the week is where your computer freezes and they 

direct you to purchase gift cards to unlock your computer.  Please be aware.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued to say that something happened to her last week at the train station.  

She noticed that there were no taxis available at that time.  She will be following up on this 

and looks for residents to email her with any experiences.    

Mayor Picinich began by saying that on Thursday there was a work session due to late 

notification from the Board of Elections of changes that were made in January that required 
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municipalities to submit all official information regarding ballot propositions three (3) 

months prior to an election.  The timeline that we were working under would have required 

us to submit that information thirty-six (36) days prior to the election; so we had planned to 

have those parts and pieces together for the end of September, not the beginning of 

August.  As a result, we accelerated some of the decision making as it related to ballot 

propositions.  The Board held a meeting with the Fire Commissioners as the Fire Houses 

project is one that the Village would like to move forward with along with two (2) other 

items that were discussed, but that will not appear on the ballot; term limits for the elected 

officials on the Board of Trustees and age limits for judges.  The idea is that these positions 

for those that sit at the table of the Board of Trustees are essentially honored positions to 

serve the community.  They are not intended to be careers; we have to make way to allow 

residents to share their talents, time, and ideas.  The idea is to limit the number of terms a 

Trustee or Mayor can serve to either four (4) or five (5) terms.  Mayor Picinich, Trustee 

Albanese, and Trustee Grunthal were in favor; Deputy Mayor Farber was not and Trustee 

Schleimer was not present for the conversation.  In terms of age limits for judges; the idea 

is to align with New York State guidelines that require judges to retire at the age of seventy 

(70).  Though we had some agreement, the Board felt that the two (2) ideas should be 

bundled together.  Mayor Picinich continued on to say that the Board is making selections 

for our Streetscape project.  In front of Mr. Singleton’s office are some samples of pavers as 

well as some tree wells that have been filled with a porous material to prevent weeds from 

growing as well as samples of benches that the Beautification Committee is planning to put 

in the grass area by the library and green space downtown.  Mayor Picinich continued to say 

that throughout the next year Census 2020 will take place.  It is important to get as much 

participation as possible as funding is based off of these calculations.  There will be a 

committee formed to help decide how to get the word out and what best practices should be 

used to make sure we get full participation.  Mayor Picinich ended with a letter sent by a 

resident thanking our DPW crew for all the work they do.   

Trustee Grunthal did not have a report at this time.  

 

 

6)     Old Business:  

 
a. Resolution adopting the Amended Zoning Map 

  A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

adopt the Amended Zoning Map; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  
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   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 
 

7)     New Business: 

a. Authorize Village Manager to sign the Clerical Group Contract period 6/1/2018-

5/31/2021. 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to authorize the Village Manager to sign the Clerical Group Contract for the period 

from June 1, 2018 through May 31, 2021, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Downtown development update 

Mayor Picinich presented the following:
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c. Tax Settlement- Dakin Avenue Properties  

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

accept the following resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real property 

tax assessments on the Town assessment roll with respect to the following parcels: 

Property Owner                  Tax Designation    Years 

Dakin A venue Properties              80.33-1-6   2013 to 218 (Town only) 

 

WHEREAS, petitioner's court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, Westchester 

County; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 

resolution;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is authorized to 

execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less than the following: 

 

Town Proceedings 

Assessment Year Original              Proposed Settlement   Reduction 
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2013  $139,000               $130,625    $8,375 

2014  $139,000               $113,000    $26,000  

2015  $139,000               $109,750    $29,250  

2016  $139,000             $113,360    $29,640 

2017  $139,000             $112,125    $26,875 

2018  $122,000             $105,575    $16,245 

Total School Refunds $9,403 

Total County Refunds $2,735 

 

All in favor: Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

d. Firehouse Improvements- Ballot Proposition 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Board had a meeting with the Fire 

Commissioners and Chiefs with reference to the ballot propositions.  She offered the 

following update: in 2017 the voters approved $10,250,000.00 to finance improvements 

and additions to our three (3) firehouses.  The project included bringing them up to 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance, putting in energy efficient systems, 

expanding the bays to accommodate larger equipment, and expanding training and office 

space.  When the bids were returned for the Green Street firehouse at the beginning of this 

year, it was identified that errors were made by the architect in the initial calculations.  The 

$10,250,000.00 that had been approved would not be enough in order to be able to cover 

the full scope of the project.  The architects then went back and worked with contractors in 

order to re-project what they thought the scope of the project would actually cost and they 

determined that we needed approximately $18,000,000.00 to fund the full scope of the 

project as initially envisioned.  So the choices that we had to deal with and make were; do 

what we could with $10,250,000.00, which would just cover ADA compliance, energy 

efficiency improvements, and renovations to the existing structures or ask the voters for 

additional funding.  After much consideration the Fire Companies have opted to reduce the 

scope of their projects so rather than asking for an additional $8,000,000.00, they are 

asking for an additional $4,000,000.00.  This would cover ADA compliance, energy 

efficiency, and expansion to accommodate equipment.  From a finance perspective, adding 

an additional $4,000,000.00 to our Capitol Plan would mean that we plan to take 

approximately $25,500,000.00 in debt across the next fifteen (15) years.  In order to 
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accommodate this additional $4,000,000.00 and adding in an increase in general Village 

operational costs as well, we anticipate a tax increase of approximately 3.52% next year, 

2% the following year, 2% the year after that, and 1% per year in the following years.  

There are a variety of factors in making these estimates and many variables that we hope 

will never happen.  We make these projections as best as we can with the information that 

we have at the time.   

 Ms. Annie Whalen asked the Board about the resolution that was in the 

packet in regards to the bond referendum.  She read the resolution as the Board is 

requesting the voters to approve $14,250,000.00, but they have already approved 

$10,250,000.00; if the voters turn this down would the Village lose the original 

$10,250,000.00?  Mayor Picinich responded no, the Village does not lose that original 

amount.  

 

8)  Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

pay the bills as submitted on August 1, 2019 for the months of June and July 2019 as 

follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 269,202.98 

Water Fund     $ 196,338.96 

  Sewer Fund     $   18,067.84 

  Library Fund     $   22,486.17 

  Capital Fund     $   63,245.62 

  Trust Fund     $   14,624.25 

    TOTAL   $ 583,965.82 

 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 

9)     Minutes:  

 
a. VB- Minutes- 6-4-2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to approve minutes from the June 4, 2019 meeting as submitted, all in favor: 
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 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Abstained 
 

b. VB- Minutes- 6-17-2019 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

approve minutes from the June 17, 2019 meeting as submitted, all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Abstained 
 

  

10)     Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11)     Public Comment: -  

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 8:17 pm.  

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 

 


